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m Abstract. The purpose of the study is to determine the typical tactical tasks to be performed at the initial
stage of investigation of murders committed using firearms, and the specific features of their implementation,
based on the analysis of investigative and judicial practice, and studies of Ukrainian and foreign researchers.
Methodology. The general dialectical and special research methods are used to achieve this goal, in particular:
system analysis, comparative-legal, and system-structural methods. The scientific originality of the study lies
in the fact that based on the analysis of available studies in the outlined area, materials of investigative and
judicial practice, typical tactical tasks to be performed at the initial stage of the investigation of intentional
murders committed using firearms are considered. Conclusions. The position, according to which the activity
of investigating murders committed using firearms is characterised by a prominent level of complexity
because during their it is necessary to perform a set of tactical tasks is justified. It is emphasised that such
tasks include: establishing the identity of the victim, the nature of the event of a criminal offence, the place
and time of committing a criminal offence, the method of committing a criminal offence; examining the
crime weapon; establishing the identity of the criminal and the motives for committing a crime. It is stated
that tactical tasks depend on the current investigative situation, aimed at checking or refuting investigative
versions. The implementation of tactical tasks during the investigation is possible by conducting a complex of
investigative (search), secret investigative (search) and procedural actions, and separate measures to ensure
criminal proceedings. In the context of this study, the most effective actions that should be taken are proposed,

and some of their possibilities are identified
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= Introduction

According to the crime rating compiled by the
Numbeo information portal, Ukraine ranks first
among European countries with the lowest security
index [1]. One of the factors that substantially af-
fect the Security Index should be considered the un-
declared war that continues in the East of Ukraine.
This factor is also associated with an increase in il-
legal flows of firearms, military supplies, explosives,
and explosive devices in Ukraine.

Firearms are a common tool that is used in the
commission of various types of criminal offences. Ac-
cording to statistical reports generated by the Prosecu-
tor General's Office of Ukraine in 2018, 508 criminal
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offences were committed using firearms, in 2019 —
388, and in 2020 - 395. A substantial place among
these indicators is occupied by intentional murder. In
particular, in 2018, 60 intentional murders were com-
mitted using firearms, in 2019 — 43, in 2020 - 57 [2].
Therewith, a substantial number of suicides and
negligent homicides are committed using firearms.
In this regard, Ukrainian and foreign research-
ers focus on the need to strengthen responsibility for
the illegal handling of weapons [3-5], and some of
them demonstrate that this is already a proven way
to reduce the crime rate [6]. American researchers
even formulate conclusions that in large cities of the
United States, where branches of the Association of
firearms dealers are located, the risk of killing an in-
timate partner is higher, and the presence of branch-
es of this association researchers define as a risk fac-
tor for increasing the number of murders [7].
Admittedly, there are studies in which re-
searchers do not find confirmation of the relationship
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between the liberalisation of gun legislation and the
level of homicides or other violent crimes [8], but
these are isolated cases.

Researchers from other countries also note the
presence of such problems. For example, in Sweden,
the number of homicides related to the use of firearms
and attempted murders is increasing. Because of this,
the police have difficulties in solving these crimes re-
lated to the use of firearms, so the level of trust in
the Swedish police and judicial system may decrease
among citizens [9]. Such consequences can also occur
in Ukraine, and this is unacceptable since the main cri-
terion for evaluating the effectiveness of police bodies
and divisions is the level of public confidence [10].

The above actualises the need for effective in-
vestigation of criminal proceedings initiated on the
facts of detection of corpses with gunshot wounds.
Notably, the process of investigating murders is
quite complicated, and those that are committed us-
ing firearms are even more complex, because a list of
circumstances is subject to clarification, and a num-
ber of difficult tactical tasks are conducted both at
the initial stage of the investigation and in the future.

Among the latest studies aimed at clarifying
the specific features of the investigation of mur-
ders committed using firearms, it is necessary to
highlight the methodological recommendations for
practitioners developed by V.S. Bondar, in which
the researcher provided a criminal-legal description
of such crimes, determined the circumstances to
be established, typical investigative situations and
corresponding investigative versions, the tactics
of conducting individual investigative (search) ac-
tions, and the specific features of the appointment
of forensic examinations [11].

A comprehensive study of the methodology
for investigating intentional murders committed in
a way that is threatening to the lives of a substantial
number of persons was conducted by V.V. Nevhad.
In this work, it is emphasised that depending on the
crime weapon in the investigated group of murders,
it is necessary to distinguish those committed using
firearms [12]. Aspects of the problem related to fire-
arms in the process of homicide investigation were
investigated by V.O. Yaremchuk [13].

Thus, intentional murders committed using
firearms are quite common, but the studies of typi-
cal tactical tasks to be performed at the initial stage
of their investigation have not been conducted by
Ukrainian and foreign researchers, which deter-
mines the relevance of the problem raised.

The purpose of the study is to determine, based
on the analysis of investigative and judicial practice,
and studies of Ukrainian and foreign researchers, typ-
ical tactical tasks of the initial stage of investigation
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of murders committed using firearms. The following
tasks were identified to achieve the stated objective:
— outline the typical tactical tasks to be per-
formed at the initial stage of investigating murders
committed using firearms;
—consideringtactical tasks, examinethespecificfea-
tures of their implementation during the investigation.

The scientific originality of the study is the
consideration of materials of investigative and ju-
dicial practice and typical tactical tasks to be per-
formed at the initial stage of investigation of mur-
ders committed using firearms based on the analysis
of studies of Ukrainian and foreign researchers.

In accordance with the tactical tasks, the most
optimal ways of their implementation are outlined, in
particular, investigative (search) actions that should
be conducted are identified, and the possibilities of
individual forensic examinations are highlighted.

= Results and Discussion

The ultimate goal of pre-trial investigation in the
criminal procedural aspect can be defined as the ful-
filment of the tasks of criminal proceedings. In the
forensic aspect, this is the establishment of objec-
tive truth by implementing a set of intermediate and
strategic tactical tasks.

Tactical tasks that are subject to implemen-
tation are determined by the investigative situation
that has formed at a certain stage of the investiga-
tion and the investigative versions that are subject
to verification. The need to formulate tactical tasks
is justified by the fact that they allow you to plan an
investigation, choose a set of investigative (search),
secret investigative (search) and procedural actions,
tactical operations, etc., which should be conducted
to process the suggested investigative versions.

Researchers classify tactical tasks according to
various criteria. The study supports the position of
B.M. Shevchuk, who, based on the stages of criminal
proceedings, identified tactical tasks of pre-trial in-
vestigation, judicial proceedings, and tactical tasks
that need to be completed before the start of pre-trial
investigation. Among the tactical tasks of pre-trial in-
vestigation, the researcher identified the following:

— establishing the nature of the event of a criminal
offence;

— establishing the place and time of commission
of a criminal offence;

— establishing the method of committing and con-
cealing of a criminal offence;

— establishing the subject of criminal encroach-
ment;

— establishing the motives for committing a crime;

— identification of the criminal;

— identification of the victim(s);

Scientific Journal of the National Academy of Internal Affairs, 26(3)




Features of investigation of murders committed using firearms

— establishing the victim's provocative behaviour;

— checking the victim's connections;

— identification of accomplices of the crime;

— detaining a criminal at the crime scene;

— searching for a person who fled the scene and is
hiding from the investigation;

— checking the suspect's alibi;

— identification of witnesses;

— checking the incrimination (self-immolation);

— neutralisation of opposition to the investiga-
tion by interested parties;

— investigation of the suspect's identity;

— ensuring the protection of evidence;

— ensuring the protection of the victim and wit-
nesses;

— establishing the causes and conditions that
contributed to the commission of the crime, taking
measures to eliminate them [14].

Given the position of V.M. Shevchuk, it is pro-
posed to consider in detail the typical tactical tasks to
be performed at the initial stage of the investigation
in case of detection of a corpse with a gunshot wound,
and the specific features of their implementation.

Notably, in the event of receiving a message
about the discovery of a corpse, the investigator is
charged with the duty to ensure the presence at the
scene of the incident of a forensic medical expert,
with whose involvement the body will be examined.
In addition, depending on the place of detection of
the corpse, the issue of involving a cynologist with
a service dog should be resolved. Analysis of in-
vestigative practice shows that if a body is found
in apartments of multi-storey buildings located in
large cities, the involvement of a service dog is inef-
fective. In other cases, if the murder was committed
recently and there is reason to believe that smell
traces could have remained at the scene, its use is
appropriate. This is due to the fact that the cynol-
ogist with the service dog can assist in identifying
and selecting smell traces, which can later be sent
for forensic-odorological examination. In addition,
a cynologist with a service dog help in finding the
criminal in hot pursuit.

When determining the subjects that should
be involved in the inspection and what determines
the success and timeliness of certain tactical tasks,
the commission of murder using firearms is the ba-
sis for attracting a written (as an exception — oral
with subsequent registration in writing) request of
the head of the pre-trial investigation body or a
person performing their duties, a specialised mo-
bile laboratory of the expert service of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs. The decision on the expediency
of attracting a specialised mobile laboratory to take
part in the inspection of the scene of an accident is
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made by the management of the relevant division of
the expert service of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
together with the management of pre-trial inves-
tigation bodies, depending on the category of the
crime committed, objective circumstances and the
need to apply appropriate special knowledge [15].
The need to attract specialists to take part in the
review is due to the fact that the further course of
the investigation depends on the thoroughness and
correctness of its implementation.

The first tactical task to be performed is to es-
tablish the identity of the victim because this will be
directly related to the motives for committing mur-
der or the reasons for committing suicide, that is,
establishing the nature of the event that occurred,
etc. Establishing the identity of the victim involves
not only the investigation of their personal data
but also the type of occupation, lifestyle, material
standard of living, etc.

Establishing the identity of the deceased, in
particular, their profession is associated with the
requirement to provide a preliminary legal quali-
fication of the act that occurred, because it is the
preliminary legal qualification of a criminal offence
with the indication of the article (part of the arti-
cle) of the Law of Ukraine On criminal liability that
is entered in the Unified Register of Pre-Trial In-
vestigations [16]. For example, if the victim is an
employee of a law enforcement agency or a jour-
nalist, the investigator must decide on the need to
exercise legal qualification under Art. 348 or 348-1
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, respectively. These
criminal offences are also often committed using
firearms [17; 18], but researchers have not yet con-
ducted a separate investigation of tactical tasks to
be performed during such an investigation, which
actualises the problems raised in the study.

Another tactical task is related to “identifying
the victim” — establishing the nature of the event of
a criminal offence, that is, murder, intentional or
negligent, or suicide. By completing this task, which
is quite complex, a preliminary legal qualification of
the event will be provided.

For the final and correct qualification of the
event that resulted in the violent death of a per-
son, as intentional murder, as O. Peresada rightly
notes, it is necessary to determine in detail all the
circumstances that constitute the relevant crime.
The object of encroachment of intentional murder is
always the life of another person, but the object of
encroachment of suicide is one's own life. The sub-
ject-object composition of the accident event is ex-
clusively random due to the coincidence of factual
circumstances, which may partially coincide or not
coincide with the corresponding qualification signs
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of intentional murder. On the objective side, the
circumstances of intentional murder, suicide, and
accident can be similar and have a lot in common.
However, it will be essential to establish a causal re-
lationship between the act and the consequences. If
there is no such connection, it can be argued that an
accident occurred. If there is a causal relationship,
then the subjective side of the event, namely the
presence and form of guilt of the person, requires
increased attention. Intentional murder is always
characterised by the intent to deprive a person of
life. If the guilty person did not have a correspond-
ing intention and did not even realise the possibility
of such consequences, the act should be qualified
under other articles of the Criminal Code of Ukraine,
depending on other circumstances (for example,
Art. 119 “Negligent homicide”, etc.). If the subject of
the act and the injured person coincide (in the case
of suicide or negligent death), the qualification of
the act as intentional murder can be excluded [19].

Determining the nature of the event of a crim-
inal offence begins with an inspection of the scene of
the incident. It is proposed to outline the circumstanc-
es that indicate the commission of suicide and can be
identified during this investigative (search) action.

Suicide may be indicated by the presence of a
suicide note at the place where the body was found.
Admittedly, the discovery of only this fact should not
be immediately perceived as an indisputable argu-
ment indicating the commission of suicide, because
if the murder was a contract killing and the organ-
iser was interested in staging a suicide, then forging
such a note is possible. In this regard, the discovery
of the note should not be defined as a circumstance
that allows the investigation to be taken lightly.
The pre-trial investigation, even in the case of es-
tablishing the fact of suicide, must be complete and
impartial, and the investigator must conduct a set
of actions aimed at establishing the objective truth.

The presence at the scene of an accident of
firearms, shell casings and bullets that are in close
proximity to the victim's body, or in the hands (if
this refers to a weapon) or in the body (meaning a
bullet) may also indicate that the person commit-
ted suicide.

Refutation of the version of suicide can occur
during the examination of the corpse and forensic
medical examination, during which grounds will
be obtained to believe that it is impossible to inde-
pendently cause bodily injuries [20]. The presence
of other injuries, the nature of which may indicate
a struggle, and the disturbed environment at the
scene of the incident give grounds to put forward a
version of committing violence against the victim or
countering violence against them.

The absence of weapons, shell casings, cash,
securities, or other valuable items at the scene may
indicate that a person was murdered.

It is necessary to search for biological traces,
in particular, saliva, blood, cells with nuclei, and
fingerprints or bootprints to refute or confirm the
presence of unauthorised persons at the scene. If
weapons and shell casings are found at the site, col-
lecting of biological material from them should not
be done, it is correct to send it directly for research
to cytologists or geneticists to conduct appropri-
ate examinations. It is mandatory to discharge the
weapon and put it on the safety catch before pack-
ing it, in compliance with appropriate measures to
prevent contact interaction with members of the
investigative task force. Packaging of objects that
will be sent to experts for forensic examinations to
identify and examine biological material should be
conducted in paper envelopes or boxes, ensuring
their internal fixation.

It is necessary to focus on the mandatory pho-
to recording of the corpse and the scene of the inci-
dent, which will reproduce not only the surrounding
environment but also the detected traces, in particu-
lar, traces of the bottom of shoes, fingerprints, etc.
After that, corpse examination can be started.

If at the time of the beginning of the examina-
tion of the corpse, the identity of the victim was not
established, then the inspection report indicates in-
formation about their approximate age, focuses on
a detailed description of the special signs found on
their body. In this case, a set of measures should be
implemented aimed at establishing the identity of
the victim - the identity of an unidentified corpse.

Examination of the corpse with a detailed re-
flection of the relevant data in the protocol of the
investigative action will allow performing a tactical
task to establish the place and time of committing
a criminal offence in the future. Body temperature,
the nature of cadaveric phenomena give grounds for
forensic medical experts to determine the time of
death and the period of time during which the vic-
tim was alive after getting gunshot wounds. Accord-
ing to the nature of cadaveric phenomena and based
on the results of the examination of the corpse, a
forensic medical expert can give an opinion on the
movement of the corpse or a change in its position.

Having detected the presence of gunshot in-
juries, during the examination, it is attempted to
determine their nature, entrance and exit holes, es-
tablish the number of wounds, whether they corre-
spond to each other's localisation on clothing and
the human body, and take measures to preserve ad-
ditional factors of the shots. For this purpose, it is
advisable to cover the place with gunshot damage to

Scientific Journal of the National Academy of Internal Affairs, 26(3)




Features of investigation of murders committed using firearms

clothing with gauze or cloth. On the body, wounds
can be covered with the same materials, receding
a certain distance from the edges. These areas are
covered with an adhesive film, which is then exam-
ined simultaneously with the objects. However, in
the opinion of L. Golubovych, V. Olkhovskyi, and
O. Gerasymenko, fine hairspray is the best option
to use. It can cover substantial surfaces of various
shapes, dries quickly, does not affect the results of
further studies of traces, and does not change its
physical and chemical composition [21].

Examination of the corpse ends with taking
measures to preserve the original appearance of
gunshot wounds. If they are not treated with the
products mentioned above, then they must be cov-
ered with wet gauze or cotton wool. Certain pre-
cautions are taken to preserve additional factors of
the shot in the hands of the victim, mainly, if there
is a suspicion that they were shooting. In such cas-
es, the hands may contain soot residues, individual
dust particles, or traces of them in the form of minor
damage. These areas of the body are treated with
hairspray or covered with an adhesive film. Rubber
gloves are worn on the hands [21]. The adoption of
such measures is due to the need for further collec-
tion of samples to send them for forensic examina-
tion of materials, substances, and products to iden-
tify traces of powder combustion products.

When examining the scene of an accident, it
is necessary to consider the presence of video sur-
veillance cameras at the place of discovery of the
body and near it, which will also allow for deter-
mining the time of committing a criminal offence
and getting information about persons involved in
the commission of a criminal law violation.

The search for eyewitnesses to the commis-
sion of a criminal offence or persons who may be
aware of information of operational interest should
also take place during the first visit to the scene of
the incident because the timeliness of search and
investigative actions is a guarantee of ensuring a
quick and effective investigation.

Establishing the method of committing a
criminal offence is also important during the inves-
tigation because it refers to the circumstances to be
clarified. Knowledge of the method of committing
a crime can be considered as a method of practi-
cal activity, one of the ways to establish the truth
in a certain case, the investigation of which can
last from establishing the method of committing a
crime to its disclosure.

The fundamental possibility for this arises
due to the fact that each method of committing a
crime leaves only its inherent consequences. Ex-
amining such consequences, the investigator at the
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stage of detection and investigation of the crime
can build an imaginary model of what happened,
put forward a version about the method used, and
sometimes a version about the identity of the crimi-
nal. The method of committing crimes is an element
of not only intentional but also negligent crimes.
Since both intentional and negligent behaviour is
an activity of a person, it also leads to certain con-
sequences and causes corresponding changes in the
environment, leaving behind traces with which the
event can be investigated [22].

In the structure of methods of committing
criminal offences, criminologists distinguish the
preparation, direct commission, and concealment of
a crime. The study shares the position that hom-
icides committed using firearms are preceded by
careful preparation [23]. This position is also jus-
tified by the materials of investigative and judicial
practice, but simultaneously, preparation is availa-
ble only in the case of intentional murder.

Preparation for the commission of intention-
al murder using firearms mainly consists in finding
the murder weapon - firearms and ammunition for
it, choosing the time and place of commission of a
criminal offence, etc.

When determining the methods of perform-
ing this tactical task, it is advisable to focus on the
importance of forensic examinations, in particular,
complex ones. The most important condition for the
successful implementation of a comprehensive ex-
pert examination, states I. Syvodied, is a high-quali-
ty and timely preparation of research objects. These
objects must be collected during the inspection of
the scene and other initial investigative actions.
Therewith, it is necessary to ensure the provision
of objects suitable for complex, rather than separate
examination [24]. When assigning comprehensive
examinations, it is necessary to be aware that the
areas of knowledge that will be used for conducting
research should be related.

An important role in the implementation of
this tactical task is played by a comprehensive fo-
rensic ballistic and medical examination (the analy-
sis of traces of a firearm shot that caused the injury
(death) of a person).

The objects of complex forensic medical and
ballistic examination are firearms, their parts, ele-
ments of ammunition equipment; gunshot injuries
and layers on the body, clothing, shoes of the victim,
or elements of the material situation of the scene
of the accident; case materials containing informa-
tion about the circumstances of the use of weapons
and ammunition. The main task of complex forensic
medical and ballistic examinations is aimed at es-
tablishing the circumstances of the use of firearms
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and a certain type of ammunition that caused injury
or death of a person, which can be formulated in the
following questions: what was the relative location
of the weapon and the victim during the shot; is
it technically possible to perform a shot from the
provided weapon by the victim themselves to cause
injuries; what cartridge belongs to the projectile
located in the victim's body; from what distance
was the shot made; are the indications of citizen N.
regarding the circumstances of the shot from the
standpoint of special knowledge? [25].

These expert studies are quite complex and
therefore are lengthy in time. Notably, now forensic
medicine is actively implementing the latest com-
puter technologies in practical work. The creation
and use of 3D models greatly facilitate the interac-
tion of forensic experts with law enforcement agen-
cies, increase accuracy, and provide an opportunity
to clearly illustrate expert opinions, which is ex-
tremely important for people with non-medical ed-
ucation [26]. In addition, three-dimensional mod-
els allow seeing in which parts of the bullet origin
channel both the main and additional shot factors
are present [27].

Without focusing on a thorough breakdown
of the method of committing intentional murder us-
ing firearms, this is a complex issue, and therefore
should be the subject of a separate study.

When performing tasks related to the exam-
ination of the weapon of crime, standard firearms
can be used during the commission of a murder.
There are also cases, states V. Yaremchuk, of the use
of homemade, reconstructed, and atypical weapons.
Firearms research during homicide Investigations
is conducted in several ways. The investigator, to-
gether with a specialist in forensic ballistics, when
conducting such investigative (search) actions as
an inspection of the scene of an accident, search,
and an investigative experiment, conduct an in-
spection of firearms, traces of their action, and the
circumstances of their use. In the future, a number
of forensic examinations are appointed, the central
place among which is occupied by the examination
of weapons, traces, and circumstances of their use.
Complex examinations can be appointed for the
analysis of firearms. The effectiveness of the expert
examination depends on the correct questions asked
to the expert. For assistance in formulating ques-
tions for the expert, the investigator can contact
specialists in forensic ballistics [13].

The group affiliation of the model of the
weapon from which the shot was fired, in case of
its absence at the scene, can be established by the
type of cartridge used, the shape, size, location, and
nature of the reflection of traces on the cartridge
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case, the direction, angle of inclination, the num-
ber of rifling, the width of their fields, the calibre
of the barrel, the degree of its wear, the state of
the barrel bore, reflected in the traces on the shot
bullet. Individual identification is conducted using
an expert experiment. From the detected weapon,
a shot is fired at a special bullet trap. At the stage
of comparative research, the characteristics of ex-
perimental bullets and shell casings, and those sub-
mitted for research, are compared. Comparative
microscopes, combining photographic images, etc.
can be used [28].

Regarding the analysis of traces of firearms, the
study shares the position of researchers who claim
that it is a precise and time-consuming task, the re-
sults of which can later play a key role as a source of
evidence [28]. In this regard, one of the main tasks
at the scene of an accident is to identify traces of fire-
arms, their correct removal and the appointment of
a forensic ballistic examination in relation to them.

Establishing the identity of the criminal and
the motives for committing a crime should take
place not only by examining ideal traces but also
material ones. The key to the success of this task
is a detailed and careful inspection of the scene of
the accident, during which the detection, correct re-
moval, proper packaging and preservation in appro-
priate conditions of traces of biological origin left at
the scene by the criminal must be ensured.

The most reliable way to identify biological
traces is through molecular genetic investigation.
During the investigation of intentional murders, hu-
man cells with nuclei from which it is possible to
isolate DNA can be found in traces of blood, saliva,
semen, hair, and epithelial lobules, including parts
of organs and tissues of corpses. In case of detec-
tion, seizure, and storage of objects of biological
origin during the inspection of the scene of an ac-
cident and other investigative (search) actions, the
investigator, prosecutor, specialists, and all other
participants must adhere to measures aimed at pre-
venting the destruction or contamination of traces.
Selective analysis of criminal proceedings on inten-
tional murders, and materials of molecular genetic
examinations, conducted by R.L. Stepaniuk, gave
grounds for the researcher to conclude that cases
of DNA damage during the extraction of traces, and
their contamination are common. Subsequently,
this leads to the inability to complete the task of
identifying a person based on genetic characteris-
tics. According to the researcher, in about 23% of
cases, objects that did not contain DNA or degraded
molecules were submitted for examination, and in
16% — they contained mixed DNA from more than
two people. This situation develops due to mistakes
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made by investigators at the stage of collecting trac-
es of biological origin in cases of intentional mur-
der [29]. In this regard, the need to improve the
professional competence of investigators and foren-
sic inspectors in relation to actions at the scene of
an accident related to the detection and seizure of
biological traces is actualised.

Fingerprint examination also plays a substan-
tial role in establishing the identity of the criminal.
This examination, as before, remains the most com-
mon type of special investigation, due to the fact
that fingerprints are a “conventional component” of
the scene of an accident for various types of crimes.
In addition, they are a source of valuable forensic
information, in particular, about the person who
left them, the time and features of the mechanism
of trace formation (certain circumstances of a crim-
inal event, and anatomical and functional features
of a certain person) [30].

In the case of detection and collection of
smell traces at the scene of the incident, a foren-
sic odorological examination can be assigned for
the identification of a possible criminal. If there is
a video recording from the scene of the incident,
which shows the criminal's face in the proper qual-
ity and appropriate angle, the investigator should
appoint a forensic portrait examination. The need
to appoint forensic examinations is due to the fact
that based on the results of their conduct, an ex-
pert opinion will be obtained, which is a procedural
source of evidence.

A non-procedural method of identity identifi-
cation is the use of Open source intelligence (OSI-
NT) technologies - intelligence based on the anal-
ysis of open sources of information, and HUMINT
(human intelligence).

OSINT is a form of the process of intelligence
collection management, which involves their
search and selection from public publicly availa-
ble sources, obtaining and analysing information,
forming an intelligence document for making an
appropriate decision [31]. HUMINT technologies
include: social media monitoring, surveys, and so-
cial engineering. These technologies are now being
actively implemented in the field of investigation
of criminal offences.

Establishing the motives of the criminal's
identity takes place by conducting interrogations
of the suspect and witnesses. If there is voluntary
consent from the suspect, a polygraph can be used
against them, in particular, during a forensic psychi-
atric examination or psychophysiological study. The
analysis of the state of mind at the time of commit-
ting a crime should be conducted by specialists, it is
possible during a forensic psychiatric examination.
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Thus, the choice of certain investigative and
procedural actions that are appropriate to conduct
to perform a specific tactical task depends on the
existing investigative situation, and the decision to
conduct them can be made only if the possibility of
achieving the intended result is recognised.

= Conclusions

The conducted study provided an opportunity to
formulate the following conclusions:

1. Investigation of murders committed using
firearms is characterised by a high level of com-
plexity because a substantial number of tactical
tasks are subject to execution, and a wide range
of circumstances are subject to clarification. Tac-
tical tasks to be performed at the initial stage of
investigation of murders of this type include: es-
tablishing the identity of the victim; establishing
the nature of the event of a criminal offence; es-
tablishing the place and time of the commission
of a criminal offence; establishing the method
of committing a criminal offence; investigating
the crime weapon; establishing the identity of
the criminal and the motives for committing the
crime. The implementation of these tactical tasks
is possible through the joint activities of various
subjects, including carriers of special knowledge.

2. Identification of the victim occurs mainly
during the inspection of the scene and the corpse.
The need to immediately complete this task is due to
the need to ensure the implementation of the correct
legal qualification of the event that occurred, and
therefore the choice of the appropriateresearch area.

3. Establishing the nature of the event of a
criminal offence in the context of the conducted
research involves solving the question “what hap-
pened?”: was the intentional murder, negligent
homicide, or suicide commited. The commission of
a certain act can be confirmed by certain circum-
stances that are identified during the inspection,
based on the results of investigative actions or rel-
evant forensic examinations.

4. Establishing the place and time of commit-
ting a criminal offence is possible by identifying eye-
witnesses or witnesses of a criminal offence, investi-
gating video recordings of surveillance cameras that
conducted continuous video recording, or appointing
forensic examinations. In the process of investigating
intentional murders committed using firearms, the
time of committing a criminal offence can be deter-
mined by conducting a forensic medical examination,
because it is often connected with the moment of
death. The place of murder, according to the results of
the analysis of investigative and judicial practice, of-
ten coincides with the place of discovery of the body.
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5. Establishing the method of committing
a criminal offence in the context of this study is
not considered in detail, since this subject is quite
complex and requires a separate thorough analy-
sis. It is emphasised that the proven technique of
investigation of the method of committing a crim-
inal offence is the appointment of comprehensive
forensic examinations.

6. The examination of the murder weapon
requires the involvement of appropriate specialists.
Forensic ballistics examinations should be con-
sidered the most effective method. A substantial
number of murders are committed using firearms
that are in illegal circulation, which complicates
the investigation process and requires appropriate
measures to be taken by law enforcement agencies
to prevent their distribution and withdrawal from
free circulation.

7. Establishing the identity of the criminal
and the motives for committing a crime is one of the
most difficult tasks, the implementation of which be-
gins from the moment of conducting a primary inves-
tigative (search) action — examining the scene of the
incident and the corpse. The effective and thorough in-
spection ensures the identification of various types of
traces, which, according to the results of a competent
examination, can acquire the status of evidence. Direct
identification of the criminal is possible during molec-
ular genetic, fingerprint, and portrait examinations,
and it can also be conducted in a non-procedural form.

This study attempts to determine the typical
tactical tasks to be performed at the initial stage of
the investigation of murders committed using fire-
arms and the most optimal ways to implement them.
Since this issue is extremely relevant in Ukraine, it
requires further thorough research.
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Oco6nuBocTi po3cnipyBaHHA B6UBCTB,
BUMHEHMX i3 3acTOCyBaHHAM BOrHenanbHoi 36poi

Bnapa OnekcaHAapiBHa NyceBa

XapkiBChKMI HalliOHAJIbHUI YHiBepCUTET BHYTPIILIHIX ClIpaB
61080, npoc. JIpBa JlaHaay, 27, M. XapkiB YKpaiHa

m AHoTanisA. MeTa OOCJIiIXeHHs — Ha MiACTaBi aHaJi3y CJIi4oi Ta CyJOBOI MPAKTUKHU, a TAKOX HAYKOBUX
mpanb yKpalHChKUX I 1HO3eMHUX BYEHHUX BU3HAUWMTU TUMNOBI TaKTHUYHiI 3aBAaHHA, MO0 MiAJIATalTh
BHKOHAHHIO Ha MOYaTKOBOMY eTalli po3CJigyBaHHS BOUBCTB, BUMHEHUX i3 3aCTOCYBAaHHAM BOTHeNaJbHOI

OiaJIeKTUYHUN MeTOJ, a TaKOX CIelliaJibHi MeTOAW AOCJIiXeHH:dA, 30KpeMa: MeTOJ CUCTEMHOIr'0 aHasi3y,
MOPiBHAJIBHO -TIPAaBOBUI, CUCTEMHO-CTPYKTypHHI. HaykoBa HOBM3Ha AOCJIi)KeHHA MOJIATaE B TOMY, III0 Ha
MmificTaBi aHaJIi3y HasABHUX HayKOBUX IIpallb 3a OKpeCcJIeHUM HamnpAMOM JOCTi[JXXeHHs, a TaKOX MaTepiajiB
cjaifdol Ta CyOBO1 MPaKTUKU PO3TJIAHYTO THUIOBI TAaKTUYHI 3aBAaHHA, IO MigJIATal0Th BUKOHAHHIO Ha
MOYaTKOBOMY eTami po3CjigyBaHHA YMHCHUX BOUBCTB, BUMHEHUX i3 3aCTOCYBaHHSAM BOTHeNaJsIbHOI 30poi.
BucHoBku. OGIpYHTOBAHO MO3UIIi0, 3TiAHO 3 AKOKI JiAJBHICTh MO0 PO3CJiAyBaHHS BOMBCTB, BUMHEHUX
i3 3acToCyBaHHAM BOTHeMNaJIbHOI 30pO0i, BUPI3HAETHCA BHUCOKMM piBHEM CKJIAJHOCTiI, aaxe MiJ dYac ix
po3ciigyBaHHA HeOOXiJHO BUKOHATHU KOMILJIEKC TaKTUYHUX 3aBAaHb. AKIIEHTOBaHO, 110 10 TaKUX 3aBJaHb
HaJieXxaTh: BCTAHOBJIEHHA 0COOM MOTEPIIiJIOro, XapakTepy MoAil KpUMiHaJIbHOTO IPaBONOPYIIeHHs, MicLiA Ta
Yacy BUMHEHHA KPHUMiHAJIbHOTO MPaBOMOPYIIeHH:A, c1oco0y BUMHEHHA KPUMiHAJbHOT'O MPAaBONOPYIIEeHHS;
OOCJTiIKeHHA 3HapAnAA 3JI0YMHY; BCTAHOBJIEHHA OCOOM 3JIOYMHILA Ta MOTUBIB BUMHEHHS 3JIOUUHY.
KoHcTaToBaHO, IO TaKTU4YHI 3aBOaHHA 3aJjieXxaTh Bif CJIiguol cuUTyallii, AKa cKJjajacs, CIpAMOBaHiI Ha
NepeBipKy 4M CHPOCTyBaHHA CJIiA4MX Bepciii. Peasizamia TakTUYHMX 3 aBAaHb MiJ 4Yac pO3CJIiAyBaHHA
MO’JIMBA IIJIAXOM IMPOBEIEHHS KOMILIEKCY CJiqunx (pO3IMIYKOBUX), HETJIACHUX CJAYUX (PO3IIyKOBUX) i
npoIlecyaJbHUX [ill, a TAKOX OKpPeMUX 3ax0/liB 3abe3neueHHsA KPUMiHAJIbHOTO MPOBAagXeHHA. ¥ KOHTEKCTi
LBOT'O AOCJIi/I)KeHHA 3alpONOHOBaHO HatleeKTUBHIIII [il, AKi CJIig 3AiiICHIOBAaTH, a TAaKOX BH3HAaUYeHO OesAKi
1XHi MOXJIUBOCTiB

m KiouoBi ciioBa: ymrucHe BOMBCTBO; BOTHemasIbHa 30poOs; [JOCYJOBE pO3CJIiAyBaHHS, KpUMiHaJIbHE
MPOBa XKEHHs; TAKTUYHE 3aBAaHHSI
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