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FORMATION OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMMUNICATIVE
COMPETENCE OF FUTURE LAW-ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
AND SERVICEMEN IN MODERN PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

The article substantiates the importance of possession of foreign language communicative competence
by law-enforcement officers and officers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine as one of the main components of
the professionalism of a modern specialist. It is noted that the active development of European integration
processes has necessitated the modernization of training in accordance with the requirements established in
the member states of the European Union. The foreign language component of the training program for law-
enforcement officers and servicemen plays an important role in the process of modern higher education in the
professional field. In the process of modern foreign language training, future specialists must not only master
the language tools, but also learn to use them in order to solve effectively problems in their specialty.

The article emphasizes that the essence of a cadet’s foreign language communicative competence is
revealed in a certain level of foreign language proficiency, speech, military-professional and socio-cultural
knowledge, skills and abilities that enable effective speech behavior depending on the functional factor of
foreign language communication. It is also noted that foreign language communication creates the basis for
cadet’s communicative bicultural development.

It is determined that the most expedient in teaching a foreign language is a communicatively oriented
competence approach. To form the skills of professional communication of cadets, a foreign language teacher
should develop all types of their speech activities, use authentic language materials, domestic and foreign
textbooks, modern audio, video and multimedia materials. It is advisable to conduct actively binary classes with
the involvement of foreign representatives — specialists in law-enforcement or military field. Language training
of cadets should not be limited only to classroom work; participation in speaking clubs is necessary for the
development of speech skills. Properly organized independent work also plays an important role in the formation
of foreign language communication skills because it gives cadets the opportunity to develop their professional
knowledge, learn new professional terminology, and promotes the development of independence and initiative.

It is emphasized that in modern professional training it is necessary to avoid unified models of education. It
is important to use professional role-playing and game communication of cadets.

Key words: competence, foreign language communicative competence, foreign language for professional
purposes, professional training, cadet, law-enforcement activity, the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Formulation of the problem. The changes tak-
ing place in the life of our country in recent years, in
particular Ukraine’s course towards European inte-
gration, have become a driving force in strengthening
the process of learning foreign languages by future
specialists in all fields. According to the strategy for
the development of language education in Ukraine,
the content of which is defined in the National
Doctrine of Education of Ukraine in the XXI century,
the system of continuing language education should
ensure mandatory mastery of the state language,
the ability to know native (national) and learn foreign
languages. Education contributes to the formation
of high language culture and language competence
of citizens, respect for the state language and lan-

110

guages of national minorities of Ukraine, tolerant
attitude towards speakers of different languages and
cultures [4, p. 3-9]. In the context of globalization of
society, rapid development of international coopera-
tion, expansion of international professional relations,
the problem of formation and improvement of foreign
language professional communicative competence
of future law-enforcement officers and servicemen
has become one of the priority areas of their training.
The topicality of this issue has led to a study on
“The formation of foreign language communicative
competence of future law-enforcement officers and
servicemen in modern professional training”.
Analysis of recent research and publications.
Over the last decade, numerous research results
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have been published by educators on the formation of
students’ foreign language speaking skills. Problems
of formation of foreign language communicative
competence of specialists of different spheres were
investigated in the works of Demchenko D. (legal
profession), Kukhta I. (tourist sphere), Hridnieva L.
(law enforcement officers). A number of scientific
publications by Kanova L., Chyrva A., Shcherba O.,
Yefimova O., Zakharova L. and others are devoted
to the problematic issues of reforming and improving
the language training of cadets of higher educational
institutions. However, the analysis of the pedagogical
foundations of the formation of foreign language com-
municative competence of cadets taking into account
modern requirements have not been the subject of
separate scientific research. This led to the urgency
of choosing the topic of this scientific work.

The purpose of the article is to substantiate the
importance and main aspects of the formation of for-
eign language communicative competence of future
law-enforcement officers and servicemen taking into
account modern professional requirements.

Presenting the main material. In the context of
expanding the international relations of our state with
other countries in various spheres of economic and
socio-cultural activities, the formation of foreign lan-
guage communicative competence of law-enforce-
ment officers becomes especially relevant. This need
arises due to the urgency of effective cooperation with
experts from other countries against the background
of transnational crime and crimes of an international
nature. All this necessitates the study by law-enforce-
ment officers not only the legislation of Ukraine, but
also the legal framework of other states, which can
be presented in a foreign language, as well as skills
of communication with law-enforcement agencies of
other states in international cooperation.

The constant participation of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine in peacekeeping and security operations,
the reorientation of the training of troops according
to NATO standards, the expansion of international
contacts require an adequate level of command of
personnel in foreign languages [5, p. 1]. The need to
improve the language of Ukrainian servicemen is sub-
stantiated in the “Basic principles of language training
of personnel in the system of the Ministry of Defense
of Ukraine” [5]. According to this document, the main
purpose of English language cadets is to develop and
improve their military skills in the military professional
profession in accordance with the requirements of the
NATO language standard STANAG 6001 [5, p. 6].

The military and law-enforcement spheres are
quite close in its nature, so we will consider the for-
mation of foreign language communicative compe-
tence of future law-enforcement officers and service-
men as a single concept.

First of all, it is necessary to understand the basic
concept of our article, namely foreign language com-

municative competence. The scientific literature on
communicative competence distinguishes the con-
cepts of “competence”, “competence”, and “commu-
nication”. Having analyzed them, we can state that
the communicative competence of a future specialist
consists of three main features: 1) practical posses-
sion of an individual stock of verbal and nonverbal
means to update the informational, expressive and
pragmatic functions of professional communication;
2) the ability to vary the means of communication
and communication processes in connection with the
dynamics of the situation of professional communi-
cation; 3) the ability to prepare speech acts in accor-
dance with language and speech norms [7, p. 108].

We also share the opinion of researcher
L. Hridnieva, who considers the concept of “foreign
language communicative competence of future law
enforcement officers” as a holistic integrative formation
of personality, which is a separate component of pro-
fessional communicative competence and consists of
appropriate language, speech and sociocultural com-
petence, and is formed on the basis of the approach
“knowledge — their practical implementation” in the
context of the created value-semantic communicative
environment and allows to realize intercultural com-
municative function of future law-enforcement officers
in the course of their professional activity [1, p. 11].

The formation of foreign language communicative
competence of future professionals occurs during
the process of learning a foreign language for pro-
fessional purposes while studying in a higher edu-
cation institution. The discipline “Foreign Language”
and “Foreign Language for Professional Purposes” is
an integral part of professional training and an organ-
ically connected prerequisite for the full development
of a future specialist. The main purpose of teaching a
foreign language for professional purposes is the for-
mation of the necessary communication skills in the
areas of professional communication both orally and
in writing, skills of practical knowledge of a foreign
language in various speech activities to the extent of
professional needs, mastering the latest professional
information through foreign sources.

The ultimate goal of learning a foreign language
is the formation of cadets’ readiness and ability for
intercultural communication, practical mastery of for-
eign language communicative competence, i.e. the
ability to compare language tools with specific goals,
situations, conditions and objectives of speech com-
munication.

At all stages of foreign language communicative
competence formation of future military and law-en-
forcement officers it is necessary to create condi-
tions for their professional development. Since both
law-enforcement and military activities are communi-
cative in nature, the most appropriate in teaching a
foreign language is a communicatively oriented com-
petence approach. The formation of foreign language
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communicative competence during the study of a
foreign language of future law-enforcement and mili-
tary officers should be carried out in the speech-com-
municative foreign language environment, aimed at
ensuring the maximum relevance of speech and pro-
fessional behavior of the latter [2, p. 35-39].

To form the skills of professional communication, a
foreign language teacher should develop all types of
speech activities of cadets (listening, speaking, read-
ing and writing); use authentic language materials,
domestic and foreign textbooks, modern audio, video
and multimedia materials; control the knowledge of
students at all stages of education. From the first year
of study it is necessary to take into account the spe-
cialization of cadets to successfully master the vocab-
ulary of the future specialty. This approach significantly
improves the assimilation of language material in the
process of language activities, in particular during the
reading and translation of professional texts, taking
into account both lexical and linguistic aspects.

The process of learning a foreign language should
be based on close interaction with other professional
subjects, thus implementing the principle of integ-
rity and practical orientation of language training.
Moreover, itis important to involve foreign specialists of
the relevant specialty to the conducting of the classes.
That is, it is advisable to conduct binary classes. This
type of activity has several positive aspects: 1) it helps
to overcome the language barrier; 2) it promotes the
application of already acquired professional skills and
abilities to solve certain simulated problem situations
using a foreign language; 3) it increases the motiva-
tion of cadets to learn a foreign language.

When teaching a foreign language in a higher
education institution with specific learning conditions,
it is important to use popular science articles that
correspond to the future profession. Therefore, in the
educational process, the process of working with this
material involves the following tasks: acquaintance
with military or police scientific publications, clarifica-
tion of new trends in foreign research in the military
or police system, search and selection of materials
for scientific and practical activities. The internal con-
dition of reading popular science literature is commu-
nicative and cognitive activity. Therefore, profession-
ally oriented reading is one of the priority types of
language activities in the training of cadets, because
it allows future military and law-enforcement profes-
sionals to use all the necessary media.

In our opinion, it is extremely important to master
the general military and police terminology. Particular
attention should be paid to the study of international
vocabulary, abbreviations, ambiguous words-terms
that are characteristic of the specialized literature.

Another type of effective way to expand the
cadet’s terminological vocabulary is independent
work. Properly organized independent work gives
applicants the opportunity to develop their knowledge
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about professional activities, introduces new profes-
sional terminology, and promotes the formation of
such professional qualities of personality as indepen-
dence and initiative.

At the present stage, a necessary condition for
learning is the introduction of such methods that would
more effectively reveal the potential of cadets, their
intellectual, creative and moral qualities, increase
motivation to learn a foreign language, enhance their
cognitive activity, and encourage creative search and
self-improvement.

Scholars argue that modern language training
should involve the abandonment of unified models of
learning. It is important to use professional role-playing
and game communication of cadets [3, p. 11; 6, p. 6].
Therefore, it is important for teachers to be able to com-
bine different modern technologies of teaching English,
and to use creative forms of educational activities.

Language training should not be limited only to
classroom activities. Itis necessary to involve cadets
in speaking clubs, which should be conducted with
the involvement of foreign representatives. Such
speaking clubs give cadets the opportunity to com-
municate in English, make presentations, as well
as operate with various professional and everyday
vocabulary, gain experience in professional matters.
Among the fundamentally important parameters of
communication are motivation, activity, purposeful-
ness, novelty (which is manifested in changing the
subject of discussion — tasks) and individualization
(taking into account the life experience and interests
of cadets). Speaking club is one of the additional
means to improve professional communication in a
foreign language and help cadets form professional
communicative competence. Learning a foreign lan-
guage goes far beyond compulsory education. The
non-language university program is aimed at devel-
oping general critical thinking skills, problem solv-
ing, presentation of ideas and so on. An additional
opportunity to communicate in a foreign language
helps students master the language according to
their specialization, life plans and specific needs.
Speaking Club aims to combine classroom and
extracurricular work, which helps to improve lan-
guage and speech skills.

Conclusions and prospects for further
research. The expansion of integration processes
in international military and law-enforcement coop-
eration determines the need of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine and the National Police for officers ready
to carry out foreign language intercultural commu-
nication. Preparation for this type of communication
involves the formation of foreign language communi-
cative competence of cadets while learning a foreign
language. The cadet’s foreign language communica-
tive competence is a complex, integral personal for-
mation, which enables his ability to communicate in
the process of foreign language professional-oriented
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communication, as well as to create and manage dis-
courses on professional topics. The essence of the
cadet’s foreign language communicative competence
is revealed in a certain level of knowledge of a for-
eign language, speech, socio-cultural and profes-
sional knowledge, skills and abilities that allow to vary
speech behavior depending on the functional factor of
foreign language communication. Modern vocational
education requires a specialist to be flexible, to have
not only professional knowledge but also social skills.

The process of mastering a foreign language
should include interactive, creative, problematic
tasks, be diverse to promote the development of
intelligence, research and creative thinking of future
law-enforcement officers and servicemen, as well as
the ability to reasonably and appropriately vary their
language skills depending on psychological commu-
nication factors.
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CamonnosalO. l., CeprieHko T. M. ®opMyBaHHS iHLLOMOBHOI KOMYHiKaTUBHOI KOMMNETeHLii ManbyTHix
npauiBHUKIB NPaBOOXOPOHHUX OpraHiB Ta BinCbKOBOCIY>XO0BLB y cy4acHin npodeciiHin nigrotoBui

Y cmammi o6rpyHmoeaHo 8axrnugicmb 807100iHHS MpauieHUKaMu [pasoOXOPOHHUX oOpaaHie ma
36poliHux cumn YKpaiHu iHUWOMOBHOK KOMYHIKamuBHOK KOMMEeMmMeHUIeo 5K OOHUM 3 OCHOBHUX CK/1aOHUKI8
rnpogecioHariamy cydacHoz2o ¢haxieus. 3asHadyeHo, W0 akmueHUl PO38UMOK €8POIHMezpayitiHUX rnpouecie
Cripu4uHuU8 HeobxidHicmb MoOepHisyeamu ni02omoeKy ¢haxieyie 8i0rnosiOHO A0 euMoO2, 8CMaHOBEHUX
y Oepxaeax — ydacHuusx €eponelicbko2o Cor3y. IHwomMosHa ckradoea YacmuHa ripoepamu rmd2omosKu
npauieHuUKie rnpasooXopoHHUX opaaHie ma eilicbkogocslyxboasuie gidicpae saxnugy posb y nNpoueci cy4acHor
suwoi oceimu 3a npoghbecitiHuM CripsMy8aHHSIM. Y Mpoyeci Cy4yacHoi IHWOMOBHOI i02omosku maubymHi
¢haxisui MOBUHHI He MIflbKU onaHyeamu MOBHUMU 3acobamu, a [ Has4umucsi eukopucmosysamu ix Ons
eghekmugHo20 po38’g3aHHs 3a8daHb 3a C8OEH0 crieyiaribHICMIO.

Y cmammi niGKpecrnoemscs, WO CymHicmb [HUWOMOBHOI KOMYHIKamueHOIi KomremeHUuii KypcaHma
pPO3KpUBaEMbCS 8 ME€BHOMY Pi8HI 80/100IHHS HUM iHO3EMHOK MOBOK, MOBMIEHHSIM, 8iliCbKO8O-POogecitHuUMU
ma CoUjioKyIbmypHUMU 3HaHHSIMU, YMIHHAMU | Hagu4KamMmu, Wo daromb MOXIIUugicmbs echekmueHo 3dilicHroeamu
Mo8r1eHHeBY r08e0iHKY 3a51eXKHO 8i0 (byHKUiOHanbHO20 YUHHUKA IHWOMOBHO2O0 CrlifiKy8aHHS. Takox 3a3Ha4yeHo,
WO IHWOMOBHE CrifiIKy8aHHs1 CmMeopIoe ridrpyHmsI 07151 KOMyHIiKamugHOo20 BiKybmypHO20 PO38UMKY KypcaHma.

BusHayeHo, wo Haubinbw AOyinbHUM y Hag4YaHHi IHO3EMHOI MOBU € KOMYHIKamueHO OpieHmogaHul
KoMmniemeHmHicHul nidxid. [ns ¢opmyeaHHsI HagUYOK rpogheciliHo20 CrifiKyeaHHS1 KypcaHmie eukriadadyesi
iHo3eMHOI Mo8U 8apmo po3susamu 6ci eudu ix MoerneHHEBOI QisiIbHOCMI, 8UKOPUCMO8y8amu asmeHmMuUYHi
MO8HI Mamepiarnu, 8im4u3sHsIHi ma 3akopOOHHI Has4yaribHi NocibHUKU, cydacHi aydio-, 8ideo- U MyrnbmumediliHi
Mmamepinu. JouinsHum € akmugHe rposedeHHs1 biHapHUX 3aHAMb i3 3aryYeHHSIM iHO3eMHUX rpedcmasHUKig —
¢paxisujis uieieanysi. MosHa nidaomoskaKypcaHmie He nosuHHa 0bMe>Xy8amucs miribKu ayOumopHOt pobomoro;
HeobxiOHUM Orisi PO38UMKY MOGJIEHHEBUX 8MiHb € y4Yacmb y PO3MOBHUX Kilybax. HanexHo opeaHi3ogaHa
camocmitiHa poboma mex gidigpae 8axkrnusy porsib y hopMy8aHHi Ha8UYOK IHWOMOBHO20 CrifIKy8aHHS, OCKIflbKU
0ae Moxrnusicme KypcaHmam po3gugamu ¢80l npogheciliHi 3HaHHS, augdamu Ho8y haxo8y mepmiHonoezito ma
cripusie po3gumkKy camocmitiHocmi ma iHiyiamugHocmi.

HazonoweHo Ha momy, wio e cy4acHid npoghecitiHit nidcomosuj HeobxiOHO yHUKamu yHichikosaHux moderel
Hag4aHHs1. Baxxnugum € 3acmocyeaHHs1 rpogheciliHo-posib08020 ma i2p08020 CrIifIKy8aHHSI KypcaHmie.

Knrodoei cnosa: komrnemeHmHicmb, iHWOMOBHa KOMYHiKamugHa KoMremeHmHicmsb, iHo3eMHa Moea 3a
npogecitHum crnpsimyeaHHsaM, npogeciliHa nid2omoeka, KypcaHm, rpagooxopoHHa OisnbHicmb, 36polHi
Cunu YkpaiHu.
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